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Broome County Environmental Management Council

Recycling & Waste Management Committee (RWMC)

Minutes from Thursday, May 7, 2009
United Way Board Room, corner of Jensen Road and Vestal Parkway, Vestal, NY
Present: Tony Lubzanski, Ron Keibel, Kevin Mathers, Debra Smith, Adam Robbins, Chris Burger, Julia Hoover, and Stacy Merola. Absent with excuse: Ildi Mitchell and Josephine Chu.

1. Tony called the meeting to order at 6:00 pm.  Minutes from February 23 were approved as submitted on a motion from Ron, seconded by Chris.  Motion carried.
2. Division of Solid Waste Management Reports

Debra and the Deputy Commissioner for the Division of Solid Waste Management (DSWM) attended the annual Federation of New York Solid Waste Associations (the Federation) conference at Lake George earlier this week.  Included under the Federation’s organizational umbrella are the: NYS Chapter of the Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA), NYS Association For Solid Waste Management (NYSASWM), and NYS Association For Reduction, Reuse & Recycling (NYSAR3).  
Updates learned at the conference include that the NYSDEC is still working on revisions to 6 NYCRR Part 360 (Solid Waste Management Facilities).  In terms of a revised NYS Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP), the state will put emphasis on organics management; they are toying with the idea of a statewide landfill ban on yard wastes.  A disposal fee on top of a tip fee is being floated as an option.  Improvements to school and business recycling can be expected, and the state proposes to change the way programs are compared.  NYS will not compare programs by recycling rates anymore, but instead, use disposal per capita as the benchmark to weigh how programs are doing.

Landfill items –Design for the landfill Section IV entrance continues.

Recycling items

- The DSWM is sponsoring six special free electronics collections events from 9am – 1pm: May 16 Town of Union Town Hall; June 13 Chenango Route 12A Park & Ride; July 18 Susquehanna Valley High School; August 15 BC Transit Garage in Vestal; September 26 Otsiningo Park; and October 3 Windsor CSD Transit Garage.  There will be radio ads and newspaper ads (last week of May), and News Channel 34 will do spotlights May 11 about the electronics collections and June 1 about residential compost bin sale at the landfill (150 bins and six cases of kitchen scraps containers are available.

- Debra reported that Woodrow Wilson Elementary School wants to start small scale composting.  Parents in the Vestal Schools programs have purchased lots of composters.

- County Parks recycling bins- The County Parks maintenance staff are not willing to paint or make covers for 55-gallon plastic drums to be used for recycling containers.  Debra will pursue purchase of 163 32-gallon containers, which cost $60 each..  The County’s Carry-in, carry-out policy will be changed.  The bins used for the pilot recycling program at Greenwod Park will go back to the DSWM where they’ll be used at another venue.

- Debra also met with representatives from Broome Community College (BCC) about enhancing their recycling program.  The County will lend the Clear Stream Recycling units for BCC events.
3.
BC Solid Waste Management Plan (SWMP)
- SWMP Issue Paper #2 - Commercial, Industrial, Institutional (CII) and Multi-family Recycling – the paper cites troubles with collection locations, high turnover in businesses, private collection services, and a need to increase education and enforcement in order to achieve an advanced CII and multifamily recycling program.  Several strategies were outlined in the paper.  The County could use an intern to help focus on improvements to school recycling.  Debra notes that the consultant’s recommendations are hefty and pricey in term of implementation.  The County could pursue tightening their local law to gain more control of the recycling gaps in public and private establishments.  One of the drawbacks to an advanced program is the cost of additional staff and expenses.
Three alternative technology papers are forthcoming from the SWMP consultants (Alternative Daily Cover, Construction & Demolition Debris, and Household Hazardous Waste and Electronics Management).  The County has been sharing sections of the County’s SWMP revision with at least four NYS officials.  Debra wants to stick to her original timeline even thought the state extended deadlines for SWMPs.

4.
Announcements/Member Items of Interest
- NYS Bottle Bill update:  Full text of the recently signed expansion law was circulated.  Reports abound that implementation set for June 1, 2009 will be challenged by the bottling industry and likely not happen until January 1, 2010.

- Gas Drilling – Ron reported that the County Attorney sent a memo to all County Legislators requesting that if they belong to a gas coalition to refrain from entering into discussions at the Legislature due to conflicts of interest.

The meeting adjourned at 7:14 pm
Stacy Merola, Recorder
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