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UPGRADING THE GRIPPEN PARK RECREATIONAL BUILDING
OUR GOAL
Broome County will upgrade the Grippen Park Recreational Building into a facility that…
• Provides a flexible, multi-use community recreation space
• Expands programming and activities for park visitors
• Is inclusive of users of all ages and abilities
• Meets current and future needs of the community
• Is resilient and adaptive to future flood events
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EXISTING CONDITIONS
• Footprint: The entire building is about 36,000 sqft and comprised of 31,400 sqft of
open-air indoor space and 4,600sqft of enclosed space including bathrooms, an office,
seating area, and storage/mechanical space
• Building Materials: Steel, metal, and concrete
• Utilities: Access to electric, gas, water, and sewer
• Flood Risk: 100-year floodplain

WHY ARE UPGRADES NEEDED?
• Significant signs of aging throughout the 50-year-old building
• Exterior and interior improvements are needed to improve the structural, safety, and
aesthetic aspects of the building
• Restrooms and other features need to be brought to ADA compliance
• Increase flood resilience of the building and facilities
• The building should be enhanced to provide more recreational opportunities and
complement recent and planned projects at Grippen Park including upgrades to the
softball field, a new boat launch with amenities, and connections to the Chugnut
Trail/Two Rivers Greenway

PROJECT SCHEDULE & BUDGET
PROJECT SCHEDULE (All dates are tentative and subject to change)
• Public Outreach: Winter 2022
• Design: Fall 2022
• Construction Start: Spring 2023
• Project Complete: Fall 2023
ESTIMATED PROJECT COSTS: $3,000,000 +

FLOOD RISK IN GRIPPEN PARK
JUNE 2006 FLOOD

JUNE 2006 FLOOD

SEPTEMBER 2011 FLOOD

SEPTEMBER 2011 FLOOD

DECEMBER 2020 FLOOD

Grippen Park is a waterfront park, which brings a variety of recreational, ecological,
cultural, and other opportunities and benefits to its users and the community. However,
its location on the Susquehanna River also carries major risks for flooding and other
environmental threats.
Being located in the 100-year floodplain triggers specific requirements for flood-resistant
construction for both new developments and substantial improvements. Generally, this
requires features and equipment to be elevated or designed to be flood-proof.
Based on the public’s input, we will explore opportunities to utilize best practices to
create a more resilient park. However, due to the environmental conditions, safety
concerns, or high costs, certain amenities and features may not be feasible.

Best practices to create a more resilient park space:
• Whenever possible, locate facilities outside of the floodplain
• Raise elevations of utilities and other high-cost amenities above the Base Flood
Elevation
• Careful selection of site materials, surfacing, and other amenities and using floodresistant materials wherever possible
• Select a diversity of robust plants that are tolerant and resistant to flooding
• Integrate routine maintenance and cleaning into park operations

GRIPPEN PARK RECREATION BUILDING HISTORY
GRIPPEN PARK RECREATION
BUILDING COMPLETE
The recreational building at
Grippen Park was originally
constructed as a community ice
rink in 1972.

1972

GRIPPEN ICE RINK CLOSES

GRIPPEN BMX TRACK FLOODS

BUILDING FLOODS AGAIN

Flooding in June 2006 caused
extensive damage to the building
and environmental
contamination. The ice rink was
too costly to repair, and it was
removed.

Major flooding in September
2011, led to significant damage to
the BMX track and other parts of
the building.

In December 2020, the BMX Track
and building flooded with
approximately 3 feet of water.
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GRIPPEN ICE RINK FLOODS

GRIPPEN PARK BMX TRACK

BUILDING INSPECTION

A NEW VISION

Flooding in April 2005 damaged
the cooling system and forced
the County to close the ice rink.

The building was leased to a
private operator and transformed
into a BMX track.

Broome County DPW hired a
consultant to conduct a building
assessment to identify potential
building deficiencies related to
safety and building performance.

Broome County ended the private
lease and began to pursue
funding opportunities to
complete building upgrades.
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Place Your Dot On Our Map
Green = I Like It / Good As Is
Red = I Don’t Like It / Needs Improvement

COMMENTS
AND IDEAS

If you would like to
provide us with your
comments and ideas,
please use the QR Code
to the right or click the
link below.
Click Here For Our Survey

